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Governor Blunt Uses YouTube to Highlight Successesf 2008 Legislative Session

For the fourth year, under Governor Blunt’s leallgrshe Republican-led General Assemb
balanced the state budget without increasing taX¢she end of
this productive and successful legislative seskioal property tax
reform, illegal immigration reform and importanttiacrime and - May 30— June 1: Missouri
health initiatives were sent to the Governor’s dedkissourians ca Republican State Conven-
be proud of the many accomplishments of this sesie Governo tion, Branson, MO

#) and legislature worked to ensure Missourians’ fifés were their
& priorities. The changes that have been made bedast four years
are working.

Upcoming Event

Governor Blunt has released a YouTube video higlilig the legislative goals set in his State of $ate
address in January. Missourians can access thelbewideo by visiting http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=cutuHy3eRkk.

“We had a tremendously productive legislative mesand | want to share firsthand the goals wendt
achieved to bring greater opportunities and pragpr Missouri families,” Gov. Blunt said. “Youlbe

is a great way for me to communicate directly teddiurians so they can see and hear for themsélwestomplishments we made
in the 2008 legislative session.”

Some of the highlights of the state budget include:

$121.2 million increase for the state’s foundafiormula for K-12 schools Yo u Tuhe

$3.5 million increase for the A+ Schools Program

$2.5 million increase for the Early Childhood Sgé&ducation Program

$43 million increase for Missouri’s public two- af@lr-year institutions of higher education
$23.8 million increase for the Access Missouri datghip program

$1.7 billion for road and bridge projects

$6.4 million to address the waitlist for services &utism treatment and $1 million to be used flotprograms and to imple-
ment the recommendations of the Blue Ribbon Paméludism

$2.2 million for family support and housing assi& for homeless veterans

$5.8 million to meet increases in demand for Mo It Home and Community-Based Services Program

$3.4 million for the Missouri Area Health Educati@enters and Office of Primary Care and Rural Heapansion

$420.4 million increase in funding to Mo HealthNetich brings total funding for the program to $6iBion. Included in that

funding is $4.8 million to expand health care cager for children through the State Children’s Heatsurance Program and
$13 million to provide access to health care coyeffar low-income women.
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Gov. Blunt, Rep. Blunt, Secretary Chertoff and FEMA Administrator Paulison Tour

Tornado Ravaged Southwest Missouri

After touring devastation in southwest MissourivGhblatt Blunt met with Con-
gressman Roy Blunt, U.S. Homeland Security Segrétbchael Chertoff and
FEMA Administrator David Paulison to share a fieatd view of the damage
from last weekend’s tornadoes.

“Last weekend'’s storms were tragic for the peoplBarry, Jasper and Newton
Counties,” Gov. Blunt said. “Severe thunderstormg tornadoes caused signifi-
cant property damage, and worse, took the livelssadf our fellow Missourians.
As the recovery process begins, it is encouragirgge Missourians’ strength, re-
silience and compassion in action.”

Gov. Blunt toured the storm ravaged communitie$ atm the ground and air,
he also accompanied Rep. Blunt, Homeland Secueityebary Chertoff and
FEMA Administrator Paulison to provide federal oféils an up-close view of

the damaged area.

Gov. Blunt activated the Emergency Operations Gedntensure state resources are available to tizerts of southwest Missouri.

Gov. Blunt mobilized nearly 20 National Guard Seldito assist with law
enforcement. The Missouri State Highway Patrol e several dozen offi-
cers

Congressman Blunt Releases Statement After
Touring Southwest Missouri

"The devastation and destruction caused by thetlmes that hit Southwest
Missouri this past weekend is almost incomprehédesitust as we have in
the past, families, businesses and entire towdcaihe together to begin the
difficult and painful process of healing, mournitig 16 lost lives and begin-
ning the long process of rebuilding. And | stanadto help our region get
back on its feet in whatever way | can.

"Given the magnitude of the damage, | expect ther@ government to
quickly issue a disaster declaration — and I'm glet FEMA is already on
the ground providing assistance. Traveling with IB&gional Administrator
Sam Jones, | have been assured that the SBA imquickly, offering
much-needed help to get our local businesses upuaming again."

President Bush Comments On The Tornado Dam-

age in Southwest Missouri

Laura and | want to wish everybody a happy Mothedy. It's just a special day to

give thanks to our Moms; appreciate the hard woat Moms do. And | understand

that for some, however, Mother's Day is a sad daghfose who lost their lives in
Oklahoma and Missouri and Georgia because of timadmes, are wondering whether or not tomorrow lvéll bright and hopeful day. We send
our prayers to those who lost their lives, the femiof those who lost their lives. And the fedegalernment will be moving hard to help. I'll be in

touch with the governors to offer all the federsdiatance we can.
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Editorial had double standard
St. Louis Post Dispatch Op-Ed by Trish Vincent, Chef of Staff to Governor Matt Blunt

| would like to make a number of points regardigiynewspaper's May 9 editorial.

First, it is interesting that after eight monthsadticle after article and editorial after editdia the Sunshine Law and e-mail reten-
tion this paper suddenly decides all of it is atead time. The double standard the News-Leadapjsying to liberal Democrats as
compared to conservative Republicans is obvious.

Second, the paper treated as fact a number otiassethat are disputed legal questions.

Third, the editorial stated that this office hasciased" the attorney general of deleting e-mailsmwin fact the attorney general's
office has admitted that they routinely delete élsna

In fact, on Dec. 1, 2007, The Associated Pressymed a story on the governor's plan to retaintatese-mails. The AP wrote:
"Blunt later acknowledged that he and his staftirmly delete some e-mails, though Blunt has dethat his office violates the
state Sunshine Law. Others in government inclugtaff for Attorney General Jay Nixon, also haveramkledged deleting some e-
mails but denied Sunshine Law violations." The Néwader published the AP story and, incredibly, tranfirst sentence (Blunt),
but edited out the second (Nixon). This suppressiaelevant fact supported the paper's demonstiabbrrect opinion claim that
this office's e-mail handling was unique. We are"agcusing" Nixon of deleting e-mails. One of Nix®top aides, Scott Holste,
told The Associated Press on Sept. 24, 2007, thaté office routinely destroys e-mails. This ifaat, not an accusation.

Fourth, the paper wrote that Mr. Martin's e-maglamding the defense of a pro-life law somehow daristd work for an election
campaign. In fact, it was a legitimate attemptri@im pro-life organizations that we were concertiet pro-abortion Jay Nixon
would attempt to "defend" a pro-life law the govarhad signed rather than recuse himself as hénhthe past when a pro-life law
was challenged.

Finally, the News-Leader ignored the fact that tgetransparency and credibility is a part of GBlnt's legacy. He created the
Missouri Accountability Portal which is consideredbe one the best Internet sites in the countryalxpayers and journalists who
want to track state government spending. He iditsiegovernor to ban lobbyist gifts within the gowor's office. And, he was the
first governor to announce that all e-mails wouddrbtained and ordered the creation of a stateeshtt e-mail retention system.

The News-Leader is entitled to its opinions, bsiréaders deserve to know when the newspapertasthaf excellence is to apply
two different standards to liberals and conserestiv

MRP Press Release: Pleban On The Attack, Again

In a St. Louis Post Dispatch story last week abloeitSunshine request made of Representative Har@&overnor Blunt, Chet
Pleban desperate to promote the cause of a papidiical panel on a witch-hunt, responded likedditical attack dog.

The open-records request sent to Harris, in pdaticis "retaliatory, vindictive and very childlikePleban said.

“It is not surprising that Nixon’s designated hatiman on this Democrat-dominated panel investigatie governor’s office con-
tinues to freely speak to the media using inflanumaand incendiary language when it has nothingatevith the expressed purpose
of the witch-hunt panel,” said Tina Hervey, comnaations director of the Missouri Republican Pafyhat is surprising is that

the media continues to take the bait. Jay NixGntependent investigation’ and Pleban’s commerngsnathing but a pathetic at-
tempt to attack the person Jay Nixon would haveddn the November election.”
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Top Ten Reasons Why “Superdelegate” Jay Nixon Won'Pick A Nominee

Jay Nixon has made it clear to anyone who askdhé not “budging off the fence” and choosingaestn Senators Clinton and
Obama. We aren't surprised. In January 1999Ndan told the St. Louis Post-Dispatch: “When yefuse to take a position,
you're not punished,” Nixon said. “It's only wheoty take a position that you're punished.” SoglistMRP’s :

Top Ten Reasons Why “Super Jay” Won't Pick A Nomine:

10. Too busy campaigning during the week to wolrgud presidential politics, even though he toldBexter Daily Statesmathat
he would only campaign on weekends.

9. Using the Attorney General's office for politigaurposes by colluding with his former stafferstba opposing side of litigation
takes up all his spare time.

8. Lavishly rewarding lawyers who contribute to b@mpaign by outsourcing litigation to them is mfune.

7. Bilking Missourians out of at least $57,000ilsgally using state resources and staff for pmditpurposes takes time — there’s
no room for distractions.

6. Rethinking and reinventing the 1998 Projecte/®mart survey in which he indicated his supparaflowing illegal immi-
grants and their children to receive taxpayer-fuhsiervices has him second-guessing every decision.

5. Watching videos of John Kerry to learn hovexplain his defense of Holden Administration Medticauts before his attacks
on the Republican solutions to the healthcarescissmuch more important. Who wants to be label&tip-flopper?

4. Concealing the firing of a quadriplegic statrker is time consuming. It is an ugly job butrsbody has to do it.

3. Establishing a legacy of mistrust and aliemabetween himself and the African American comityucan’t be done overnight,
it requires dedication, time and skill.

2. Accepting money from Ameren and other companikile investigating their actions is a full-tirjob.

And the Number 1 Reason Why Jay Nixon won't pick aaominee: Leadership and courage have never been his sttohg
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Excerpts of President Bush’'s Remarks Celebrating Iael’s 60" Anniversary

As we celebrate the anniversary, it is useful tiklback at the story of your found-
ing. It is the story of how faith guided the Jewjgeople through centuries of bitter
exile. It is a story of how those living behindegto walls and barbed wire never
lost sight of Jerusalem. And it is a story of honave pioneers risked everything to
redeem the promise of this land. It is a marvekiosy.

Looking back 60 years later, it is important to egniber what the founders of Israel
had to overcome at every stage of the journey.y Bistablished one of the world's
great democracies in a region where democracydaddots. They formed a uni-
fied army out of immigrants and refugees from mdifferent countries. They
planted the seeds of a modern economy in the sdradsancient desert. In these
accomplishments, we see the visionary leadershipesf and women like Herz|
and Weizmann and Ben-Gurion and Golda Meir andiRabd Sharon -- and we
honor each of them this evening.

And looking back 60 years later, we've also gaetoember the courage of Harry S. Truman. As Igyesgpared to declare inde-
pendence, President Truman faced a tough choigenhather to recognize a new state. The futudsrakl hung in the bal-
ance. As Chaim Weizmann told the President, hg 8History and providence have placed this issugour hands." And today
we know that the forces of Providence could noehetvosen a better man than America's 33rd President

Eleven minutes after Israel came into existenaethited States became the first nation to recegitézindependence. And be-
cause Harry Truman did what was right instead béfdng the conventional wisdom, we can say todat America is Israel's old-
est and best friend in the world.

With every passing year, the bonds of friendshifveen America and Israel have grown stronger. Agaestands for peace, and so
does Israel. And as we stand in peace, we mugrsitachd the realities of the world in which we liv&/e must be steadfast, and we
must be strong in the face of those who murdeirthecent to achieve their objectives. And inldwg run, we share a powerful
belief in a powerful weapon against the terroridtée believe that the surest way to defeat the eseaf hatred is to advance the
cause of hope through the cause of freedom; litestihe great alternative to tyranny and terror.

God bless Israel, and God bless America.

Gov. Blunt Statement on California Ruling Allowing Gay Marriage

“I am extremely disappointed, but not surpriséd the California Supreme Court
has thwarted the will of the people by allowing gasrriage in their state. This is just
the latest example of unelected judges legisldtimg the bench and reinforces the
need for a constitutional protection at the highesat!.

“I believe that marriage is between one man andvesr@an and in 2004 stood with
the majority of Missourians to protect traditiomadrriage by defining marriage as
between one man and one woman in our state’s tatisti.

“We are standing on a precipice where traditiorzdligs are being mocked by un-
elected judges. We must protect the sanctity ofiange by supporting an amendment
to the U.S. Constitution.”
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