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President Bush Visits St. Louis To Discuss The Economy 

Last week President Bush visited St. Louis to talk about the economy. Both payroll employment and the 
unemployment rate fell slightly in April.  The unemployment rate decreased to five percent, below the averages 
for the past three decades, but nonfarm payroll employment decreased by 20,000 jobs.  While job losses are never 
welcome, this was a small decline in employment and we have been anticipating that the early part of 2008 will be 
the weakest part of the year.  Fortunately, President Bush and the Congress anticipated this period of slow 
economic growth and enacted a bipartisan economic growth package, which is expected to have beneficial effects 
this quarter and through the remainder of the year.  

Last week, the Treasury Department began delivering the first of the tax rebates by direct deposit, as part 
of the bipartisan economic growth package.   By this summer, the Treasury Department expects to have sent 
rebates to about 130 million American households. The package also includes incentives for businesses to make 
investments in new equipment this year, which will help to create jobs.   

The Administration Is Taking Targeted Action To Help American Homeowners 
Keep Their Homes The President launched FHASecure, which the Federal 
Housing Administration (FHA) has used to help almost 180,000 families 
refinance their homes so far, and projects to help about half a million people by 
the end of the year in total.   

The President and his Administration helped facilitate the formation of the 
private-sector HOPE NOW Alliance, which has developed multiple strategies to 
help distressed homeowners.  HOPE NOW is a cooperative effort among mortgage 
counselors, servicers, investors, and lenders to maximize outreach efforts and provide 
professional counseling to struggling homeowners and to help homeowners refinance 
into a new mortgage or receive a modification.  HOPE NOW membership now covers 
over 90 percent of the subprime mortgage market.    

President Bush signed the Mortgage Forgiveness Debt Relief Act of 2007, which 
will help Americans avoid foreclosure by protecting families from higher taxes when they refinance their home mortgages.  This Act created 
a three-year window for homeowners to refinance their mortgage and pay no Federal taxes on any debt forgiveness they receive.  

President Bush Calls On Congress To Help Americans Weather This Difficult Period By Passing Sensible And Effective Legislation  

President Bush continues to call on Congress to expand domestic oil production to address rising energy prices.  Congress should allow the 
environmentally-safe exploration in Northern Alaska.  The Department of Energy estimates that the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge could allow 
America to produce about one million additional barrels of oil each day – a 20 percent increase of crude oil production over U.S. levels.  

Congress should not increase taxes.   If the President's tax relief is allowed to expire at the end of 2010, 116 million taxpayers would see their 
taxes go up by $1,800 on average and our economy would suffer. 

The President Calls On Congress To Expand Trade By Moving Forward With Pending Free Trade Agreements 

The U.S.-Colombia free trade agreement will level the playing field for U.S. companies that export to Colombia.  Over 90 percent of imports 
from Colombia enter our country duty-free, but the 9,000 American businesses that export to Colombia – including 8,000 small and mid-sized firms 
– face tariffs up to 35 percent on their non-agriculture products. Colombian tariffs on many U.S. agricultural products can be even higher.  Once 
implemented, the agreement will eliminate tariffs immediately on more than 80 percent of American exports of industrial and consumer goods and 
on the remaining 20 percent of American exports over time.  Leveling the playing field would make American products more competitive in 
Colombia, and would help support higher paying jobs here in the U.S.  

The U.S.-Colombia free trade agreement will also strengthen our national security by supporting a key democratic ally.  This trade 
agreement will bring new economic opportunities to Colombia's citizens and will reinforce democracy by supporting a country whose courageous 
leader is fighting corruption, increasing transparency, combating violence, and fostering accountability and rule of law.   

The President has asked Congress to reauthorize and reform trade adjustment assistance, so we can help displaced workers learn new 
skills and find new jobs. 
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Senator Bond Introduces Legislation To Ease Pain at the Pump 

U.S. Senator Kit Bond (R-MO) joined with Senator Pete Domenici (R-NM) and a number of his Republican 
colleagues to introduce legislation to help ease pain at the pump for American families now and in the future.   

“American families and workers suffering record pain at the pump need and deserve the vast untapped U.S. 
oil reserves waiting for us right here at home,” said Bond, “This legislation is the right plan forward to in-
crease supply, encourage conservation, and decrease demand on oil.” 

The Domestic Energy Production Act of 2008, of which Senator Bond is an original cosponsor, will bring 
American consumers lower gas and diesel prices now and in the future by:  

· Suspending additional deposits to the Strategic Petroleum Reserve - Experts predict halting this diver-
sion of needed supplies will reduce gas and diesel prices up to an estimated 24 cents per gallon; 

· Opening up, in an environmentally responsible manner, U.S. oil and gas reserves in Alaska, off U.S. 
shores, and in oil shale deposits in the Rocky Mountains.  This will cause an immediate drop in the 
price of oil in financial markets, which have bid up prices based in part on the belief that the U.S. will 
refuse to open up new supplies.  Over time, these new domestic supplies will produce 3 million barrels 
of U.S. oil per day for American consumers;  

· Streamlining the oil refinery permitting process, without relaxing any requirements, by allowing all required permits to be considered concur-
rently in one package;  

· Incentivizing alternative sources of energy and the U.S. domestic manufacturing supply base needed to supply new sources of fuel from coal 
(as long as it emits no more carbon dioxide as conventional fuel sources), cheaper hybrid car batteries, and new blends of biofuels.  

 “America is suffering too much to continue with the Democrats’ starvation diet of blocking new domestic energy supplies,” said Bond, “Our nation 
has had a failed energy policy that has blocked production of energy here at home and has made the United States more dependent on foreign oil.” 
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Senator McCain’s Judicial Philosophy 

Senator McCain’s judicial philosophy differs greatly from the judicial philosophy held by 
both Senators Clinton and Obama, neither seems to mind when judges preemptively decide 
fundamental questions of social policy instead of the people and their elected representatives. 

It is this type of disregard for judicial activism that is weakening our Judicial branch.  For 
decades now, some federal judges have taken it upon themselves to pronounce and rule on 
matters never intended for the courts. Today, federal judges issue rulings and opinions on pol-
icy questions that should be decided democratically with little regard for the authority of the 
President, Congress, and states and even less interest in the people's will. 

Judicial activism has also turned Senate confirmation hearings into a gauntlet of abuse where 
no tactic or delay is out of bounds. Over the years, advice and consent has given way to caricature, code words, 20- minute questions and two-
minute answers, and disagreements redefined as disqualification. A nominee experiences a great deal of suspicion and scrutiny when it appears as if 
he/she will dare to be faithful to the framers' clear intentions and the actual meaning of the Constitution. 

Today, lower court nominees are lucky to receive a confirmation hearing at all. At this moment, there are 31 nominations pending. Because there 
are so many cases with no judges to hear them, a "judicial emergency" has been declared for the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals that serves North 
Carolina. A third of the entire Fourth Circuit is vacant. Yet still in the Senate, months and even years go by while judicial nominees wait for a vote. 

The next President will have the opportunity to nominate hundreds of men and women to the courts – the effects of which will last for many years. 
To uphold Republican ideals, it is important that these judges have a proven record of judicial restraint.  From the Supreme Court to lower courts, 
John McCain’s conservative leadership in nominating the right judges will bring about much-needed change to counteract judges who legislate 
from the bench and distort the Constitution.   

John McCain's judicial nominees will be men and women of experience, wisdom and humility who do their work with impartiality and honor. They 
will have an alert conscience but be immune to flattery and fashionable theory. They will be faithful in all things to the Constitution and understand 
there are clear limits to the scope of judicial power and federal power.  They will be jurists of the highest caliber who know the difference between 
their own minds and the law, and cast in the likeness of Chief Justice John Roberts, Justice Samuel Alito and the Late Chief Justice William 
Rehnquist.   

The Missouri Republican Party commends Senator John McCain’s judicial philosophy and vision for the federal judiciary.   

 

The Worth of a Picture ID for Honest Voting 
By Paul Weyrich, Chairman/CEO of the Free Congress Research and Education Foundation 

Is the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) ever on the right side of any issue? On one issue out of a bundle 
we might find ourselves in agreement. As for most, forget it.  

For example, the United States Supreme Court upheld the constitutionality of an Indiana statute which requires a 
picture ID in order to vote. If voters can't afford to obtain a picture ID the State of Indiana will provide it for 
them. And if voters do not have a picture ID with them on election day they can cast a provisional ballot and then 
show up with a picture ID within ten days.  

It was a 6-3 decision. Justice John Paul Stevens wrote for the majority. I cannot recall the last time I was in agree-
ment with a controversial decision of his. Even one of the dissenters, Justice Stephen G. Breyer, said he did not 
object to the principle but believed the Indiana law was too strict. He indicated he would have preferred the law in 
effect in Georgia.  

As soon as the decision was announced the ACLU was whining big time. If I didn't know better I would have thought real people would be de-
prived of the right to vote. I have yet to hear a cogent argument against having a picture ID in order to cast a vote. Numerous States now have some 
sort of law requiring same. I predict that many more will enact such laws.  

In Washington State there was a very close gubernatorial election. The winner won by about 1,000 votes. One left-wing group took it upon itself to 
make up at least 1,500 names, evidently pulled from the telephone book, from obituaries or merely manufactured. Presumably they voted these peo-
ple. Had a picture ID been required they most likely could not have gotten by with their scheme. The election unsuccessfully was challenged in 
court.  

I note that more and more picture IDs are required to get into buildings, to cash checks, to make applications of all sorts. If picture IDs can be re-
quired for those activities, how much more so should they be mandated for our most precious right, the right to vote.  
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The Worth of a Picture ID for Honest Voting, continued 

Some in Congress now want to enact a law overturning the Indiana decision. I doubt that will fly even with the present Congress. It would be a 
tough sell back home to tell constituents that requiring a picture ID was just too disruptive. Further, sound Federalism says let's leave it to the 
States.  

There are those in the ACLU who are trying to suggest that requiring a picture ID is analogous to the Germans or the Soviets requiring an internal 
passport. Hardly. We do not compel people to vote. No one has the right to stop someone on the street demanding to see that person's papers.  

The objections to picture IDs for voting are vastly overblown and sensational. They are rooted in neither in fact nor common sense.  

Three cheers for Justice Stevens.  

 

General Assembly Passes Legislation to Protect Homeowners from Unscrupulous Mortgage Practices 

House Bill 2188, sponsored by Rep. David Pearce, creates civil and criminal penalties for 
mortgage fraud and further enhances consumer knowledge about the mortgage process. The 
legislation:   

· Gives the Real Estate Commission and Real Estate Appraisers Commission power to 
suspend or revoke licenses for mortgage fraud 

· Creates the crime of mortgage fraud, a class C felony, with up to 10 years of prison 

· Enhances consumer protection laws to protect Missourians from fraudulent scams 

· Provides the commissioner of the Division of Finance power to prohibit offenders from 
doing real estate lending in the state 

The legislation now goes to the governor’s desk for his consideration.  

 

Missouri Returning Heroes Act 

The “Missouri Returning Heroes Act” was passed by the House on May 1, 2008 and now returns to the Senate for final approval before heading to 
the Governor’s desk.  

Senate Bill 830 requires any public university or college that receives state funds to provide certain combat veterans with lower tuition rates for pro-
grams leading to a certificate, or an associate’s or bachelor’s degree. Institutions of higher education may charge no more than $50 per credit hour 
to qualified combat veterans.  

Eligible veterans include those who served in armed combat after Sept. 11, 2001, who were Missouri residents when first entering the military, and 
were honorably discharged from military service. To continue receiving reduced tuition rates, a veteran must maintain at least a cumulative 2.5 
GPA. Eligible veterans have 10 years from the date of their last discharge from service to receive lowered tuition rates.  

 

MOHELA Legislation 

Senate President Pro Tem Michael Gibbons (R-Kirkwood) sent Senate Bill 967 to the governor’s desk where it awaits approval. 

The legislation, sponsored by Sen. Rob Mayer (R-Dexter) allows the Higher Education Loan Authority of the State of Missouri (MOHELA) to ex-
pand its student loan offerings by permitting the state-sponsored organization to serve as the original source for federal Stafford loans. 

Currently, MOHELA is one of the only state-based student loan lending institutions in the country that does not originate, or serve as the original 
funding source for federally-guaranteed Stafford loans. Other federal loans are available under the same Federal Family Education Loan Program 
(FFELP), but MOHELA was not authorized to originate Stafford loans. 

Federal loans are generally the most affordable loans available to students with the best interest rates and deferred payments until after graduation. 
By allowing MOHELA to expand its current offerings, students approved for Stafford loans could choose MOHELA from among a list of eligible 
lenders.  
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Gov. Blunt Signs Legislation Bringing Career Professionals into Missouri Classrooms  

Gov. Matt Blunt visited the Cape Girardeau Schools Central Administrative Office where he 
enacted legislation to provide experienced professionals an alternate route to second careers 
as teachers and also to address teacher shortages that exist in some areas of Missouri, espe-
cially in math and science.  

“In the 21st Century, with an increasingly global and technology-driven economy, we must 
provide Missouri students with the training and job skills they need to compete with students 
from around the world,” Gov. Blunt said. “I am pleased to sign this legislation to provide for 
the opportunity for new teachers with real-world experience and training to help foster a life-
long desire for learning in Missouri’s classrooms.”  

Career professionals are able to pursue teaching through an alternative teacher certification 
program and bring new perspectives to the everyday classroom while at the same time ad-
dress teacher shortages across Missouri.   Alternative certification for educators will not be 

granted in the areas of early childhood education, elementary education, or special education.  

Missourians can obtain an alternative teacher certificate through the American Board for Certification of Teacher Excellence by successfully com-
pleting the following requirements:  

· 60 hours in a classroom teaching 

· 30 hours of professional development 

· 2 years of mentoring program 

· Completion of performance based teaching evaluation 

· Participation in beginning teacher assistance program 
 

Candidate Profile: Peter Kinder 

"I am the right person to deliver the positive change that Missourians deserve.” 

Peter Kinder was born and raised in Cape Girardeau, the son of pediatrician James A. Kinder Jr. and Mary Frances 
Hunter Kinder. He attended Cape Girardeau public schools there and then attended Southeast Missouri State Univer-
sity and the University of Missouri at Columbia. He graduated from St. Mary's University School of Law in San An-
tonio, Texas in 1979 and was admitted to the Missouri bar in 1980. 

After law school Kinder served as a staff member of Congressman Bill Emerson in Washington, DC from 1980 to 
1983. He returned to Missouri and worked as an attorney and real estate specialist for hotel developer Charles Drury. 
In 1987 Kinder became associate publisher of the Southeast Missourian newspaper, where he wrote weekly columns 
and editorials. 

In 1992 Kinder made his first bid for public office, winning election to a seat in the Missouri State Senate represent-
ing Cape Girardeau and surrounding counties by defeating former Missouri first lady Betty C. Hearnes. Kinder was 
re-elected in 1996 and 2000. When Republicans gained a majority in the Missouri Senate in 2001, Kinder became 
President Pro Tem, the top official in the Missouri Senate. In 2004 he sought and won election as Missouri's Lieu-
tenant Governor, defeating Democrat Bekki Cook. He became the second sitting President Pro Tem to be elected Lieutenant Governor of Missouri. 
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