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Making Healthcare More Affordable  

Last week the Missouri Senate gave first round approval to legislation that will help insure more than 200,000 Missou-
rians. Senate Bill 1283, known as the Missouri Health Transformation Act, provides choices of private health insurance 
to uninsured Missourians, putting people - not providers or insurers - first.   

The bill takes a big step toward providing health insurance to 200,000 of Missouri's 
770,000 uninsured. The measure would pay the health insurance premiums for working 
parents who earn up to the federal poverty level, or $21,200 for a family of four. Custodial 
parents earning $47,700 for a family of four, could have their health premiums paid for if 
they contribute a percentage of their income based on a sliding scale, totaling no more than 
$1,000 a year, into a Health Savings Account. Individuals would be able to fully deduct 
any contributions they make to a health savings account. 

Focus on Prevention 
By making health insurance more affordable and portable to low-income families, they will have preventive services to 
help them stay healthy. It will also prevent needless trips to the emergency room for basic health problems that a family 

physician would normally treat.  It also expands wellness services in the bill by launching a web-based primary care access pilot project and tele-
health practitioners who monitor the health of patients at home using video and phone technology. The use of modern technology, coupled with 
access to primary care, will save lives and money. Plus, the bill requires $5 million a year from the tobacco settlement Missouri receives to go to-
ward tobacco cessation programs and five businesses a year could be designated as "Missouri Healthy Workplaces" for promoting healthy environ-
ments and wellness programs at work. 

Right to Know 
In 2006, a drug price website (www.morxcompare.mo.gov) that helps Missourians look up the price of prescription drugs at different pharmacies in 
their area was created. SB 1283 builds on that transparency by setting guidelines for insurers to publicly assess and compare the price and quality of 
health care services.  Patients should be in the driver's seat when it comes to making healthcare decisions for their families. Arming people with the 
knowledge of how much their care costs and the quality of the doctor and facility is the best way to make healthcare consumer driven. 

The General Assembly is transforming healthcare in Missouri. They began with creating a new Medicaid system known as MO HealthNet, and now 
are focused on making sure all Missourians have available, affordable healthcare. People deserve to live longer, healthier lives and providing people 
with health insurance choices that are best for their families will improve health and save lives. 

 

John McCain's Vision For Health Care Reform 

John McCain Believes The Key To Health Care Reform Is To Restore Control To The Patients Themselves. We want a system of health care 
in which everyone can afford and acquire the treatment and preventative care they need. Health care should be available to all and not limited by 
where you work or how much you make. Families should be in charge of their health care dollars and have more control over care.  

A Specific Plan Of Action: Making Health Insurance Innovative, Portable And Affordable:  John McCain Will Reform The Tax Code To 
Offer More Choices Beyond Employer-Based Health Insurance Coverage. While still having the option of employer-based coverage, every family 
will also have the option of receiving a direct refundable tax credit – effectively cash – of $2,500 for individuals and $5,000 for families to offset 
the cost of insurance. Families will be able to choose the insurance provider that suits them best and the money would be sent directly to the insur-
ance provider. Those obtaining innovative insurance that costs less than the credit can deposit the remainder in expanded Health Savings Accounts.  

John McCain Will Work With States To Establish A Guaranteed Access Plan. As President, John McCain will work with governors to develop 
a best practice model that states can follow – a Guaranteed Access Plan or GAP – that would reflect the best experience of the states to ensure these 
patients have access to health coverage. One approach would establish a nonprofit corporation that would contract with insurers to cover patients 
who have been denied insurance and could join with other state plans to enlarge pools and lower overhead costs. There would be reasonable limits 
on premiums, and assistance would be available for Americans below a certain income level. 

Confronting The Long-Term Care Challenge:  John McCain Will Develop A Strategy For Meeting The Challenge Of A Population Needing 
Greater Long-Term Care. There have been a variety of state-based experiments such as Cash and Counseling or The Program of All-Inclusive Care 
for the Elderly (PACE) that are pioneering approaches for delivering care to people in a home setting. Seniors are given a monthly stipend which 
they can use to: hire workers and purchase care-related services and goods. They can get help managing their care by designating representatives, 
such as relatives or friends, to help make decisions. It also offers counseling and bookkeeping services to assist consumers in handling their pro-
grammatic responsibilities. 

Upcoming Events 
 
May 2, 2008, 6:30 p.m. - 
Linn County Lincoln Days 
at Trinity United Methodist 
Church, Brookfield, MO  
 
May 2, 2008, 7:00 p.m.: 
Montogermery County 
Lincoln Days at Montgom-
ery City High School 



Missouri Pulse: Nixon To Hispanic Missourians: “I Can’t Connect.” 
Jay Nixon, who has all but ignored the issue of illegal immigration during his 15-year run as Attorney General, 
played the ignorance card to a tee during the recent annual Hispanic Day event that focused on that very issue. 
While Gov. Matt Blunt defended his efforts to crack down on illegal immigration and Democrat House leader 
Paul LeVota bemoaned bipartisan anti-illegal immigration legislative measures, Nixon offered up the follow-
ing chestnut: “I’m just a white guy from a small town whose dad was a police judge. I can’t connect.” Now we 
know why Nixon’s political handlers keep him muzzled at all times!  
 

Nixon: A man of courage? 
The Democratic duel for the presidential nomination has become a shadow primary race for the support of 
hundreds of the Democrat party’s elite members, the superdelegates.  With fewer than 100 delegates separating 
Sens. Clinton and Obama, the party's superdelegates are garnering a great deal of attention because each super-
delegate’s vote is now the equivalent of about 10,000 Democratic voters.   

Neither Obama nor Clinton can get to 2,024 pledged delegates needed to win the nomination between now and the last primaries on June 3 in Mon-
tana and South Dakota.  Howard Dean continues to plead with the unannounced superdelegates to make their choice known before then; he would 
like to avoid   “demoralizing” Democrats with a drawn-out fight between Clinton and Obama.  Yet, Jay Nixon remains silent. 

“This should be troubling to the people of Missouri,” said Tina Hervey, communications director.  With the critical question of who the Democrats 
are going to make their nominee for president, why is Nixon declining to share with Missouri voters who he supports and why?  If the people of 
Missouri were to trust his judgment enough to elect him Governor, wouldn’t it be beneficial to see him make a decision that has a direct impact on 
the future of the country before Election Day? “Is it too much to ask to see the democratic gubernatorial candidate use his backbone, make a deci-
sion, and not wait until the decision is made for him?” Hervey said.   

Republicans and most Democrats understand that political courage isn’t something Nixon is known for so we won’t hold our breath waiting for him 
to prove us wrong.  
 

NIXON: Boosting Education via Tax Hikes 
Jay Nixon attacked Gov. Blunt’s record on higher education while failing to mention his opposition to virtually every step achieved by this admini-
stration to actually make college more affordable for Missouri students and their families. 

Nixon also opposed the governor’s landmark Lewis and Clark Discovery Initiative which is providing $335 million in additional funding for Mis-
souri colleges and universities and was supported by the President and chancellors of the campuses he traveled to today because of the world class 
learning centers it will create for their students. 

Gov. Blunt also enacted tuition controls to keep the cost of higher education affordable for families by ensuring that tuition cannot rise faster than 
inflation without an extraordinary circumstance to justify it.  These tuition controls to make college more affordable for families were also included 
in the legislation Nixon urged the governor to veto.  With an eye toward fiscal responsibility, the Governor proved that good legislating means put-
ting the needs of children and their economic security first rather than promoting fiscally unsound policies to address the educational needs of the 
state.   

Jay Nixon has not offered a plan to pay for this initiative and his numbers do not add up.  According to The Associated Press, he said his plan will 
cost $61 million, but somehow help 26,000 students.  That comes to $2,346.  Clearly that does not cover a year of college. 

Either the Nixon plan will not help nearly as many students as he claims or it will cost taxpayers far more than he admits.  
 

If A Tree Falls In The Forest And Nobody Hears It, Does It Make A Sound? 
In the oddest argument possible, the Missouri Democratic Party responded to the Supreme Court’s ruling on requiring Voter IDs with , "People 
impersonating someone else at the polls is absolutely undocumented, and we don't see (it) here. So, to an essence what we had a couple years ago 
was (the) legislature trying to seek an answer for a problem that didn't exist."  

“I believe that if a tree falls in the forest with nobody around it does make a sound,” said Tina Hervey, communications director, “I also know that 
Democrats fighting tooth and nail to prevent good laws from being enacted and enforced would help us insure the integrity of our elections.  It is 
more than disingenuous to say that no one has ever been caught cheating at the polls by impersonating a different voter when the precise law that 
would allow us to catch people doing just that has been vigorously opposed by Democrats who want to cheat.” 

Yesterday the Supreme Court ruled 6-3 that an election requirement for voters to confirm their identity is not unreasonable or unconstitutional.  In 
the majority opinion, the Court stated that the necessity identity confirmation is - "amply justified by the valid interest in protecting the integrity and 
reliability of the electoral process."   
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House Approves Legislation Aimed at Strengthening Missouri’s Informed Consent Requirements 
The Missouri House gave final approval last Monday to a piece of pro-life legislation designed to strengthen Missouri’s informed consent require-
ments and to make it a crime to coerce someone to have an abortion. The House approved the measure (House Bill 1831) by a vote of 113-33.  

“Abortion rights advocates say that they want abortions to be safe, legal and rare. I urge them to join me to ensure that this life-and-death choice is 
also uncoerced and well-informed,” said Rep. Bob Onder, R-Lake St. Louis, who sponsored the bill. “Our United States Supreme Court has made it 
clear that a woman should be properly informed before making so grave a choice as having an abortion. We are simply putting the decisions of our 
highest court into law in Missouri.”  

House Bill 1831 takes a number of steps to make certain women are able to make fully informed choices and to protect them from coercion. Some 
of the provisions contained in the bill would require doctors who perform abortions to provide materials describing the characteristics of the unborn 
child and the potential health risks of the procedure; to offer the option for the woman to see an ultrasound and hear the heartbeat of her unborn 
child; and to prominently display posters or materials encouraging women to seek alternatives to abortion.  

Gov. Matt Blunt praised the House for the passage of House Bill 1831.  “We have a moral obligation to protect Missouri women and to defend the 
dignity of human life,” Gov. Blunt said. “Innocent life is not dispensable and we must work with expectant parents to help them choose life.  I com-
mend the House for passing this legislation strengthening our state’s commitment to life.”  
 

By The Numbers: Taxes Under President Clinton Vs. Taxes Under President Bush 
If this doesn’t show the clearest of differences between Republicans and Democrats, I don’t know what does. The following statistics show the 
amount paid in taxes while both Presidents Bill Clinton and George W. Bush were in office. As you can see, for all income brackets, taxes were 
higher under the Clinton administration, and lower under the current Bush administration. Bottom line: Republicans want Americans to keep more 
of the money they earn; the ingenuity of the American people will drive our economy.    

 

23 states face budget gaps in '09; Missouri one of 10 states with stable revenues  
By Pamela M. Prah, Stateline.org  

Like a college student fishing for stray quarters in the sofa cushions, states are tightening their belts, dipping into their rainy day funds and hoping 
revenues will pick up.   

But many states are bracing against a faltering economy they expect to get worse. 

Anemic revenue returns forced 16 states to patch nearly $12 billion holes in their current budgets, up from the seven that faced shortfalls last No-
vember, while in 23 states, budget gaps totaling at least $26 billion have emerged for their 2009 budgets, according to a new 50-state fiscal survey 
from the National Conference of State Legislatures.  The survey, released today (April 25), includes a revenue outlook for next year and a descrip-
tion of the overall fiscal situation in each state. 

 Twenty-three states reported a "concerned" outlook and only four states — Arizona, Delaware, New York and Washington — are downright pessi-
mistic about next year's revenue performance. Ten states expect revenues to be stable in fiscal 2009, including energy-rich Oklahoma, Texas and 
West Virginia and some Midwestern states like Iowa and Missouri. 

Taxes Under President Clinton – 1999 
Single, making $30,000 – $3,157.50 in taxes 

Single, making $50,000 – $7,262.50 in taxes 

Married, making $50,000 – $5,085 in taxes 

Single, making $75,000 – $14,262.50 in taxes 

Married, making $75,000 – $9,426.50 in taxes 

Single, making $125,000 – $29,378.50 in taxes 

Married, making $125,000 – $23,426.50 in taxes 

Taxes Under President Bush – 2008 
Single, making $30,000 – $2,756.25 in taxes  

Single, making $50,000 – $6,606.25 in taxes 

Married, making $50,000 – $4,012.50 in taxes 

Single, making $75,000 – $12,856.25 in taxes 

Married, making $75,000 – $7,762.50 in taxes 

Single, making $125,000 – $26,472.25 in taxes 

Married, making $125,000 – $19,462.50 in taxes 



Candidate Profile: Mike Gibbons 
Senate President Pro Tem Michael R. Gibbons is dedicated to protecting Missouri 
families and children in their homes and neighborhoods. He is a life-long resident of 
Kirkwood where he began his public service in 1986 when he was elected to the 
Kirkwood City Council. He then served eight years as a state representative, and 
now is in his second term in the Senate. He has been entrusted with many leadership 
positions culminating with his colleagues electing him to serve as the leader of the 
Missouri State Senate in 2005 and again in 2007. 

Mike is a proven leader with a big heart who finds common sense answers to com-
plex problems. He has been a champion for protecting our children, and a defender 
of life. He protected our children with some of the toughest laws in the nation so we 
can convict sexual predators, put them in jail, lock the door and throw away the key. He protected our most vulnerable, the developmentally dis-
abled and elderly who live in institutions, by mandating reports of abuse, making them public, and strengthening penalties. His leadership resulted 
with tough laws that cut nearly in half the production of methamphetamine in Missouri. He has worked to protect Missouri consumers from identity 
theft and he has protected victims of sexual and domestic violence so they can feel secure to come forward and seek justice. 

Sen. Gibbons practices law at Stinson, Morrison, Hecker LLP in St. Louis.   He resides in Kirkwood with his wife, Liz. Their daughter, Meredith, is 
a freshman at Westminster where she plays volleyball. Their son Danny graduated from the University of Missouri-Columbia in 2005 and now 
works in Jefferson City. 

 
 

Straight Talk with Sam: Cut the Red Tape for Much Needed Energy Projects 
President Reagan said the most terrifying words in the English language are: I'm from the government and I'm here to help. This seems especially 
true with the approval process for refineries and many other important energy projects.  
  
While prices at the pump continue to rise, many important energy projects are tied up in red tape, delaying produc-
tion of the energy we need. Because of the bureaucratic red tape, we have not built a new refinery in this country 
in over 20 years. As a result our capacity to refine gas is stretched to the limit and it is affecting the price of gas. 
We need to get those projects moving along so we can start weaning ourselves off of foreign oil and combat rising 
energy costs. 
  
This week I introduced legislation to cut the red tape and to streamline the approval process for these important 
energy related projects including gasoline refineries, nuclear power plants, ethanol plants and wind farms. Each of 
these projects would increase our domestic energy supply and help alleviate the high energy prices Missourians 
are facing.  
  
This bill is a step in the right direction but it is only part of the solution. Congress needs to continue working on 
solutions that will reduce the cost of energy for Missourians and all Americans. Unfortunately, the leadership in 
Congress seems more concerned with buying Lexus hybrids for the Beverly Hills Police Department then they are 
with reducing the energy prices for consumers. Congress needs to get serious and pass real energy legislation that 
focuses on the energy we have here in our own backyard. 

 

Sincerely, 

Sam Graves  
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