








Exhibit A 

McCaskill amends 2006 campaign report to 
account for $277,000 of donations 
Associated Press  
Henry C Jackson 
July 20, 2011 

WASHINGTON — Sen. Claire McCaskill has made some changes to campaign finance reports 
stemming from her 2006 election victory. 

McCaskill filed an amendment to the report attached to her 2006 race that accounts for about 
$277,000 in additional donations and roughly the same amount in expenditures. The amendment, 
first reported by the St. Louis Beacon, was filed last week with the Federal Election 
Commission. 

The filing accounts for about 143 contributions to McCaskill's campaign. She raised 
approximately $11.5 million to defeat former Sen. Jim Talent. 

McCaskill's campaign said Wednesday that clearing up the discrepancies was a routine move as 
she closes her 2006 account. The error came amid a flurry of donations at the end of McCaskill's 
race and after her top campaign-finance aide died in a July 2006 plane crash, the campaign said. 

The revised report also includes four amendments accounting for McCaskill's use of a private 
plane she owns with her husband. Those amendments include political flights McCaskill took 
from St. Louis to Kansas City, St. Louis to Chicago, St. Louis to Kansas City to Springfield, 
Mo., and back to St. Louis. The amendments list the flights as in-kind contributions and are 
valued at approximately $6,500. 

The changes in the report related to McCaskill's plane come after she reimbursed the federal 
government $88,000 for using taxpayer funds to pay for dozens of flights she took on the plane 
for official business. McCaskill and her husband, Missouri businessman Joe Shepard, also paid 
approximately $320,000 in back taxes and other penalties on the plane earlier this year. 

Republicans on Wednesday said the extent of McCaskill's revisions to her FEC report was 
unusual. 

"This is not in any way a typical bookkeeping error," said Sean Cairncross, the general counsel 
for the National Republican Senatorial Campaign Committee. "It's atypical and it calls into 
question the fact whether you can believe what she says." 

Caitlin Legacki, a spokeswoman for the Missouri Democratic Party, said McCaskill was simply 
tidying up her books. 



"The process of closing an old campaign account is very routine, but of course the Washington 
Republican spin machine will try to make it into something it is not," Legacki said. 

  



Exhibit B 

McCaskill billed, repaid taxpayers for 
political flights 
Politico 
Ben Smith 
March 10, 2011 

Senator Claire McCaskill's spokeswoman this evening confirmed that the Missouri Senator billed 
taxpayers for a purely political travel on a private plane co-owned by her family, a violation of 
Congressional ethics rules that deepens questions around her use of the plane. 

POLITICO's John Bresnahan and Scott Wong reported yesterday that McCaskill billed taxpayers 
for almost $76,000 for official travel on the twin-engine Piper aircraft, which she co-owns with 
her husband and other investors. Lawmakers routinely accept reimbursement from the 
government for their travel, but after the revelation that she used official public dollars to 
partially subsidize a private aircraft, McCaskill refunded taxpayers -- citing appearances, not any 
violation of ethics rules. 

A cursory examination of the 89 flights for which McCaskill reimbursed the Treasury this week 
revealed the purely political round trip. On Saturday, March 3, 2007 she flew from St. Louis to 
Hannibal, MO, and back, for the local Democratic Party's annual Hannibal Days. Her speech at 
the event, a recollection of the dying former Senator Tom Eagleton, was reported in the local 
press. And she billed taxpayers $1,220.44 for the travel, according to the public records 
examined by POLITICO. 

McCaskill spokeswoman Maria Speiser conceded that the bill was inappropriate, and had no 
immediate explanation for how it had come to be submitted as an official expense. 

"It appears that a mistake may have been made here," Speiser said. "Fortunately those payments 
have already been returned." 

McCaskill "feels embarrassed by the situation, but ultimately is glad that it’s already been fixed," 
Speiser said, referring to the fact that McCaskill had reimbursed the treasury for the entire group 
of flights earlier this week.  
 
The questions around McCaskill's flights are likely to be an issue in McCaskill's re-election 
campaign next year in a difficult state for Democrats, and they undercut her image as a 
transparent, crusading reformer -- who pushed for, among other things, a new post overseeing 
Senatorial expenses.. 

Speiser cited McCaskill's own woes in support of legislation she introduced earlier this year that 
would extend the tight regulation covering domestic flights to international travel.  



"It's through the more stringent disclosure rules for domestic travel that you were able to uncover 
these mistakes, and they could be fixed," she said. "We don't have those rules for foreign travel." 
 

   



GOP to McCaskill: Release 'damn records' 
 
Politico 
Scott Wong  
March 22, 2011  

A day after Sen. Claire McCaskill (D-Mo.) revealed she failed to pay nearly $290,000 in 
Missouri property taxes on her private plane, state Republicans called on her to release all tax 
returns associated with the aircraft to prove she hasn’t profited from publicly funded flights. 

“We’re saying release the damn records,” Lloyd Smith, executive director of the Missouri 
Republican Party, said Tuesday on a conference call with reporters. 
 
His call for action played off McCaskill’s comments Monday in which she urged her husband, 
St. Louis businessman Joe Shepard, to “sell the damn plane” after discovering they owed the 
state $287,273 for four year’s worth of back taxes. One of her husband’s corporations, Sunset 
Cove LLC, made out four checks Monday to St. Louis County’s Division of Assessment to cover 
all unpaid personal property taxes on the plane, according to copies of the checks obtained by 
POLITICO. McCaskill said she will pay additional interest and late fees when they are 
calculated.  
 
Despite pressure from Republicans, McCaskill’s office has refused to release any tax returns and 
has no obligation to do so under state or federal law. But McCaskill has repeatedly denied that 
she or her husband enriched themselves from the taxpayer-funded flights. Depreciation of the 
plane has more than offset any revenues, she said. 

“I can assure you that this plane has not been a profitable endeavor,” McCaskill told reporters  
Monday. 

Smith said the Missouri GOP plans to file a second letter with the Senate Ethics Committee by 
Wednesday, supplementing a complaint it filed last week against McCaskill urging an 
investigation into the senator for using taxpayer dollars to pay for political trips on the plane. 
That development came after McCaskill disclosed Monday that the plane had been used to take 
her to a Democratic events in Kansas City in 2007. 

Earlier this month, McCaskill reimbursed the Treasury Department $88,000 after POLITICO 
reported she used taxpayer dollars to pay for 89 flights on her private plane. A day later, 
POLITICO learned that at least one of those publicly funded trips was to a political event, 
Democrat Days in Hannibal in 2007. 

The Missouri GOP is now pressing McCaskill to release tax records from two of her husband’s 
limited liability corporations linked to the plane: Delaware-based Timesaver LLC, which owns 
the plane, and Missouri-based Sunset Cove LLC, which leases the plane. 



McCaskill reported in her financial disclosure statement that Timesaver LLC earned between 
$50,000 and $100,000 in income in 2007 – the same year she billed taxpayers for 30 flights on 
her plane. 

“Missourians are looking at this as a breach of trust,” Smith said. “Maybe Claire McCaskill 
thinks she can just write a big check and everything disappears but we do not feel that’s the 
case.” 

McCaskill pledged Monday to release details for the 89 flights, and records related to sales and 
property taxes paid on the plane. 

“We will be releasing for you all of the purposes of those trips and the official events that took 
place,” McCaskill said, “because I think it’s very important that since I initially used public 
money, that the public has a right to inspect those.” 
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